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Programa “Madrileños por el Mundo” especial, el día de San Isidro, Patrón de Madrid, con cuatro Madrid del mundo – (véase mapa de arriba, con el Madrid de Samarkanda rodeado de nombres tan exóticos y evocadores como Leninskiy, Komsomolskiy, y Superfosfatny!

Link:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WibVjFUPFDE

               Translation of “Madrileños por el Mundo” program

of the regional Madrid TV channel, Telemadrid, shown on May 15, day of San Isidro, Patron Saint of Madrid, and at least one other day in November 2008. 
The program normally covers Madrileños living around the world, but this special edition covered four madrileños that live in places called Madrid.
(Four speakers introducing their Madrids- Philippines, Iowa, Colombia, and Sonia, who introduces the Madrid of Samarkand)
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	Well, I’m in the oldest Madrid in the World, the Madrid of Samarkand, in Uzbekistan, it is over 600 years old.

Yago lives in Tashkent, the capital of Uzbekistan, since a year ago, but in addition he is in love with the History of Uzbekistan and its Madrid.

That’s why I am  meeting him in one of the main streets of this Madrid, so special and so different from our own Madrid

Hello, you are Yago?

First, what part of Madrid are you from?
I was born in the Paseo de Recoletos, corner of the Calle Recoletos
And what are you doing so many kilometres away from our Madrid?
I’m running a project for the World Bank to develop a mortgage market in 5 countries of Central Asia – Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.
The Stans, in summary

Indeed, the Stans
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Yago
	We are many kilometres away from Madrid, about 5,800 km, and we find ourselves in another Madrid, that of Samarkand

Yes, Samarkand, Uzbekistan, Central Asia

How old is this Madrid?

Over 600 years old
So it’s the oldest Madrid after ours

Henry III of Trastámara, King of Castile, sent here an Ambassador, Ruy Gonzalez de Clavijo, to see the Great Tamerlane, who had conquered the largest empire in the World after Genghis Khan’s. The idea was to embrace the Turk in a pincer movement, as the Turk was the great enemy of Europe at the time. 
So the Great Tamerlane asked Clavijo, “and where are you from?” and Clavijo answered “well, from a little village called Madrid back in Spain” – (this was 150 years before Madrid became capital of Spain!)
(Sonia: It’s amazing!)

(Indeed!) so Tamerlane said, “well, in your honour I’m going to found here a new town called Madrid”, and since then there is a Madrid in the Heart of Asia!

And all this because of a madrileño, Ruy González de Clavijo!

Yes, Clavijo was the first important madrileño in History, he has a little street near the Manzanares River, and at the Plaza de la Paja, on its lower side, there is a plaque that says:  “Here was the house of Ruy González de Clavijo, Ambassador to the Court of the Great Tamerlane, 1403-1406”. 
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Yago
	This Madrid is very different from ours, it has nothing resembling our Madrid, it’s like a neighbourhood

Of course, it is now a neighbourhood of Samarkand

I’m surprised that in this Madrid there are no windows

Yes, that is because in olden times, inside the houses, women would take off their burkhas. So, on the street doors there were two knockers, one large one for men, so a man would come to open, and a smaller one for women, so a women would come to open (and indeed there was  no view from outside) 

	
	(Family and house of Spanish-speaking tourist guides, not translated)
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Sonia
	This is the Mahallah of Madrid, equivalent to our Municipal Districts, in Cyrillic characters.

Is there a Mayor of this Madrid?
There is, but he is sick in the hospital, so we are going to see the Councillor in charge of Social Affairs.

(Hello, thank you –with Councillor)

How many inhabitants does this Madrid have?

3341

(she has golden teeth!) (yes, that is classic in Uzbekistan)

What does she want to show us in this book?

(A wedding-different dresses…)
How do you say Madrid and Madrileño in Uzbek?

Motridi, Motridilá
You know there is a Madrid in Spain 5,000 km away, my Madrid?

(laughter)

	Yago
	People here are very friendly and welcoming

	Yago


	Here we have the Mausoleum, the Gur Emir, the Tomb of the Emir, where Tamerlane is buried...

And indeed on his tomb there is an inscription “Whomever opens my tomb will take upon him great curses”. Well, the Soviets, on June 21, 1941, opened Tamerlane’s tomb and that very night, on the 22nd, the Nazis invaded the Soviet Union. 
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	This is The Ruy González de Clavijo Avenue, as we can see (street sign)

How proud I am! A madrileño, just like us, Yago, was here before us!

Yes, indeed!

(to girls) we are from Madrid, Spain!

Do they know where Spain is?

Yes, they know, and some even know about Clavijo!

	Sonia

Yago


	It was a pleasure to be with you, Yago, in this Madrid, the Madrid of Samarkand, in Uzbekistan. See you in Madrid, but in Spain!

Good bye


